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| Reaſons of A Faf, 


fidering, alſo, that this Sinne having been ofcea mea: 


=... - Joacd and held foorth amongſt the Cuuſes of former 
RF” =. Faſts;hath beea little, or no wayes at all, layd to heart: 
E . Yea, nor well underſtood what ic meaneth by the 
=> * _ moſtpartof People. And, therefo rz, having appoyn- 
E-- . yeda Faſt and Himiliation to bee kept eſpecially for 
+ this Sinne, on the LORDS Day, December-xxij. 
* ' $6596, throughoutallthe Congregations of this Kirk, 
it is thought: fic, to. the eff=-&t, Thar all may haue-the 
more clear and diſtiat apprehenſion of the foreſayd 
&  .  _Sinne, and bee helped the better, to diſcerntheir guil- 
=. 7 * rineſstherein; To hold foorth unto People, the Mayn 
W---- Branches.thereof, in this Paper which is deſyred to bee 
YT read in all Congregations. 


 Sinnes relating to the Gofpell-Ordinances.” 


. where ſuch Exerciſes, arc oa theſe dayes. 


a taſte of His goodnesand excellencie, 8& tobebuilt vp 
inthe moſt holy faych : bur eyther out of cuſtome or ts 
eſchew cenſures, or to ſatisfy 8 hold off che challeves 


not preparing the heart befor hand in ſecret, to come: 
with Godly fear and reyerence, humility, ſpiritual hun- 
- gring and hirſting afterthe Kingdom of God, and the 


- 


the ſincere milk ofthe Word, to grow thereby, 
- 3 Tha 


c Irſt: To the WORD. NeglcQing. to. cone and 
__ _ attend on the Preaching of the Word, both on the | 
:- ., LORDS Day, and onweek dayes, in theſe places. 


2 Notcomming to the Preaching ofthe Word; for / 
+ + _therightend, viztofynd communion with Chri(t, and' 


of anaturall confcience, or ſomeother by-refpeR. And 


Kighteouſnes thereof, and defyringas new: bornbabes | 
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fort vato the hearr, butis only reguarded as other | 


= CU cr” . -» 


felfto teach them inwardly oy His Spirit, joyning with 


Reaſons of a Faſt: 


2 That when People are at thepreaching of theworg!; 


beſyds great catelelnes;overlinesflceping, wandringdF” | - 23 
the-heart, & in advertencie to what i$:.preathed, this '-- 68 


Word is not heard as an Ordiniceand meane tppoyine 
ted of God tawork vpon;and carry in grace and cat. 
courſes proceeding from mens ability and-parts; :ahd:is: 
accordingly eſteemed by the moſt part, or.atmaſtison, 

ly made vſc of, as a mean of iaforming rhe judgement. - 


4 Thatin the preaching ofthe Word, neymet doethe 
Miniſters ſpeak the ſame as the Oracles of God; not re- 
mebringz themſelves to be the; ambaſſadouts of Chriſt, 
ſpeaking in Gods ſtead : nor doerh people preſent the 
ſelves in ſo immediata way befor God Himſelfas tore-; 
ceive the Word notasthe V/ord of man, but as the true: . 
Word of God; whenceit commeth to paſs that there js: 
litle trembling at the Word, and fo litle rejoycing: init, 


5 That people in the hearing of the Word, contents” 
themſelves with mans teaching, and doeth not in the 
conyiRion of their owa blindaes & vtter inability'of 
themſelves to perceive thethings of the Spirit, aud- of 
the inſufficiencie of the outward means without Gods 
immediat work therewich vpon the heart; imploy Hin 


the ourward means, according ito the promiſe of the 
Covenant, They {hal be al raugin of God: whence it 
commeth to paſs that there is ſo much Preaching , and 
ſo litrle profiting, fo much Learning, and(olittle ſpeed = 


comming inthe knowledge of GOD. _ 


© Tha ot mitlag ab the Word preached with 
3 


&. Reaſons. of a FaFt. 
Fayth, whyle as inthe hearing thereof; even theſe 
who ſeem to giue moſt heed thereunto do for the moſt 
- part,: rather imploy the judgement, to conſider and 
- judge of the pertinencie, coherence, the way of utte- 
"ring-of the. doQrine delivered; orin a meer ſpeculatiue 
_ way to apprehend the matter8& tructh of what is ſpo- 
— _ kenthanthey do. Jabour, withthe heart to cloſe with, 

- embrace andapply to themſclues the Trueth preached. 


7 Nocare tolay up, & hydethe words of CHRIST 
_- inthe heart, to remember the ſame for uſe making: But 
teeting them ſlip and: run. thorow.; which the Apo- 
file accounteth a-negleRing of the Great Salvation of 

GOD; (Hrs. 2:1. 5.) Nor imploying the Spxit 
_ to bring the Word that hath been heard; but forgot- 
ten; to remembrance: Not making conſcience tocon. 


vate, to rcade;.and meditate on it. 


3. T* relationto the Sacraments. And firſtin general 
© & 


c6tmon:Not-making-vſc-oftheryas Seals of the 


Covenant of Grace; and promiſes thereof madetous in: 
Chrift; but: lay ingiab the-weyght of confidece vponthe, 


ſelves & heingeGtent with'the-deed done, which was 
the ordinary ſinofthe Iews inthe vie of Tircomiciſten, 


& other Rits and ceremonies-of the Law;ſo often char-- 


ged vporr them in Scripture: Then particularly. | 
In Baptiſme. 1 In Parents bringing.their Children 


thereynto, eyther out. of meer faſhion and cuſtome, as. 


mcerly to have a difference put between them,and yu- 
chriſtned- people, or incifec as vatoameerr cere mow : 
oh eg ca a yp and not 


ferre on the Word: Preached, and to whet-it on, upon, 
another, -Not taking payns, nor delight in it; in pri. 
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Reaſons of 4 Fast. 


and not fromany ſenſe that they are vnclean fr 


clean, born dead in ſins, and children of wrath of them | 
ſelyes, defyled withoriginal guilt and corruption; nor 
froma deſyre that they may be ſpiritually regenerated, | 


incorporated vnto Chrift, tobe made partakers of the 
vertue of His Death & Reſurre&ion,to be waſhed from 
their filthines in the blood of Chriſt, and'togrt i1ngereſt 
in the Covenant of grace, and promiſes thereok, ; ſeglzal 
yp vntothem, 2. Not ſetting themſclvesinthe-adinies> 
ſtration of this:Sacramenr to conſider8:-pryze the' free 
love and grace of God, which hath. prevented vs, 6 
ourſeed in provyding ſuch afountain 'for-fip $:vnojea- 
nes in Chrift, making ſuch aCovenantwith vs,;{0 well 
ordered in al things, & ſure preventing'vsantlour-irod 
with the ſeall thereof; norto apply the-Covenantand 
the promiſes thereof for our ſelves:and our feed; amd 
this Sacrament as theſeall of the ſame. z.' Tiie grent 
evident flightiog: of rhe-adminiſtratios of rtits:Sacrg- 
ment, while asfew'in'the Congregation joyneth :therin 
eyther for their own edification, or to hold yp the bap. 
tized to God, that He might: blels His own oxdinace to 
| them, ahd receive them jon amongſt His. Children in 

Chriſt :.and many with-drawerh Pe mſelves from the 
adminiſtration thereof as if it-did not concernthem,and 


- 


only the Miniſter and Praſenter were tobe aRoxs. in: it. 


4 Parents not making conſcience, to make knowh ynto 
their Children wh come:to. years of Gap 
their Baptiſm, the ends-and:vſe-thexeof, and theobl; 


_ tion therbylayeth vpon them as confecratedto Chriſt. 
5 The not makiog vſc of this Sacramentalla»long the 


courſe of our ,lyf for renewing & ſtre.ngthening © 


B 


en they come:to years of Capacity 


ur CHh- 
Cort in 


6 6 Reaſons of 4 Fat. 


miſcuoufly without making-a difference between the 


fort in-the Fayth and aſſurance of our Regeneration. & 
Adoption; and of our intereſt in God, as our GOD and 
Father in CHRIST: and. for ſtrenthening through 
Chriſt our reſolutions & endeavours of Mortificazion, 
and newaeſs of lyf, Which is a great deſpyling of this 
Ordinance. 


 Inthe Lords Supper, r, Thegreat profanation cher 
of;by the comming and admitting there vato: of many 


_  guols Ignorants, who cinot difcern-the Lords Body, 


nor knoweth how.to examine theſclves, miy profane 
Ones, Godleſs Livers. without the Worſhip of GOD, 
inprivate,andinto-many.places al forts of perſons pro- 


precious & the Vyle : whereby the Blood of Chriſt, is 
much” profaned:( altho the conſtitutions of our Kirk 


werethey wellobſcrved.doth ſufficiently guard againſt 
theſe evills.) Which:no doubt is-one of the mayn fins, 
for which GOD hath beeneprovoked to:ſuffer ſo muck. 


ef our blood tobe ſhed. See 1, Cor. 11.. 30, 

2. The little or no care or payns tliat is taken for 
preparation to {ſo high and holy an Ordinance, where.. 
in we are called ro the neareſt and moſt familiar Com- 


Reaſons of 4 Far. | > 
courſes, and to renew their Covenant with GOD, jn. 
the ſtrength of CHRISTS Gracey, - 


3 Thegreatand lamentable Blockiſhneſs of the moſt 
part, in the participation of this Ordinance, who may * 8 =: 
be, have ſome kynd of amazement at the Solemnityes  - FF 
thereof, but doth no wyſe therein exercyſe themſelves = FM 
in remembring the Lords Death, till He come agaynt®  _ 
ap ply the ſame to themſelves : for peace with GOD, —_— 
and mortifying the Body of Sin, for working deep RE- 
pentance, and Goſpel ſorrow for Sin,and getting the 
Love of Chriſt, more kindled in them, and their hearts 
enla rged with greater thankfulneſstowards Him, Who 
loved vs, and gave Himſclfffor vs. And. on the other 
hand the great heartleſs ſinfull DejeRion of many ſen- 
{ible Souls, who at no tyme are readyer to be plunged 
in legall heavyneſs;. & feeding as it were on gall, and 
Wor m-wood : then at this Ordinance, wherein they 


ought to be moſt rejoycing through Fayth; on thepro- 
SR, ſo familiarly ſet 


Pitiation in the Death of Chn 
foorth therein to them. 

4 That thetyme and occaſion of this Sacrament, is 
vſed by the moſt part,only for ſome outward reſtraint 
of grofſer fins, fora day ortwo before and after, but 
all ſuch goodnes being asa morning clowd, no conſtan- 
cic nor reall reformation's but preſently turning to \ 
wonted, naturall, worldly, and carnall courſes; Not. _ 
with- ſtanding renewed remembring of the 'Death of Je: | 
CHRIST, and Profeſsion of renewing Covnants 
with. GO-D, 


Ba IN Relat 


| Reaſons of. a Fat. 
21 N Relation,” To the Ordinance of Diſcipline : 

-@&A 1.Which partiality in the adminiſtrationefthere- 
of, with reſpec of perſons, and according to affeRion. 
which appearcth in thar, whyle as Offences and Scan. 
dalles, in 'meaner perſons, are taken notice of, challen 
ged and cenfured: There is nor the lyke Chriftian- 
Freedom, Faythfulneſs and Zeall uſed, towards ſuch as 
TE cppinent tor Wealth, Place, or Dignitic, in the 


© 2 Wantof a Spirit of Meckneſs, ſometymes in the 


_ 44&miniſtration thereof ; whereby men, if GOD per- 


adventitre- would/give them Repentance, might bee 
 Tepovered' out of the' Snare of Satan. - And, -on the 
Sthet hand, want of Zeall often ty ines, toſaue others 
With fear, plucking them out of the Fyrey. 

-+ 3 Much Vilifying, Contemning of the Cenſures 


* 


'&.-Exerciſe..of. Diſcipline :, Yea, hatcing thereof, and 


_ = , . 


the Officers. of the Kirk for it. 

4 Not making uſe of it, aSa Spititvall Medicine, 
and Means of Salvation.: but as a mecr Puniſhment, 
- Which as it.is in itſelf a miſs-apprehenſfion and abuſeof 

this. Ordinance :-.So is. (_ no. doubt; )_the-caufe. of ſo 
much impatience and indignation agaynſt it in.people; 
.and of. fo. much inzquality, and mixture of ſclfiſh .affe 


> '5' The'great:Ponnliry,tharisevery: 


where, in the 
'vit thereof, whyle!as;:ſo bee ir, that perſons under 
cenſure continue out their ſet tyme and. dayes of 'cen- 
firgglitle care or reſpect is had of the cffeRs for which 
It was inſtituted : To wit, Humiliation of hearr, and 
Godly 


nmr Redfons of 6 Fall. = 
Godly ſorrow, bringing foorth Repentance, ant. i 
repented of; which maketh the admiailtrationthefes?, 
te look too lyke the way of Popiſh Pennance,” © © 
«% JN Relation to Prayer? © 1. Great negletheieef 
by moſt part of perſons and families. throyghous. 
the Land in private and ſecret, bs. ado” 
2 Manymote immineat perſons in the World ; 
counting the performance thereof in their families, ( 


, 


s 


3 Th the publick Prayers of the Kirk,, -Peoples 
_ lying by, from joyaing therein, al Hong wichth ic5pl- 
rits, which ſhould bee ſtryyiag coz*rher withthe'\ 
niſter ; either mutering. words of cheirowa ; or taking 
liberty to thenſclues,, to bee ydle in the tk, and 
_ raving in their choughts: AviftheMiniſter oaly were 
' fo-bee an Afar in that Service,  _ 

4 Not af12thisOcdimznice, as a mean dofcom nts 
101 with 'G 0 D,-a11 of obraynng blefriags front 
Him: But u't xg ic: m22cly asa Duery; ad manyns a 
mvutter of mecciazk. Wihzeeot any -iny bee To 
viacedby this; Thar thzy to 15 tarke-confcieree, nor 
fotteth thearſefaes to oOf[crae what commect of their 
Prayers; law they ars taken off their leak, whar ſeed 
tiey have com?, 201 wan anfvac dy ger. 


5. The littke exrethat is had cither by Miniitecs, or 
others, to-praincize $oivic; or coin oloy rt Spitit of 
Cpeace, and Supplicacioa for this S-rvice; The molt pact 
mo C Ig theic | 


ith 


g . MO" = FOE: : TI” _ 
in. their performaces thereof, too evidetly ating meer: 
ly their own memory, invention, wit, &. And thar 
often tymes with apparent affetation, 
5. REw"s more immediatelye to CHRIST Hims 
© £\ (elf, and the Free Grace of GOD in Him,whick 
Js the-Matter and Objcct of the Goſpell, pp | 


2, Groſs ignorance in the moſt part, and great ſhort 
tomeing of the beft in the knowledge of Ieſus Ct rift 
His Perſon, offices, His blesſings and benefits, of the 
— Covenant of grace; eſtabliſhed in Himand the way of 
making vſcot Chriſt and the coyenant of grace}, 


# "oY PO BSS 1% 3 00” OT. — GY Tha. 4 key "hs | 

2 Undervaluing andmniſpryſing of Chriſt, commu- 
ton with Him, & His ſpiritnal graces and blesſings. 
'W hich appears moft evidently, by the great neglc@of 
the vſe of theſe meansand exercyltes, publick, privat & 
ſecret wheitin He offereth Himſelf to be ſought & 
found: the great wearying of ther : great willingnes 
and readines to beſtow tyme and payns vpon thirgs 
worldly even vanityecs & trifls than on theſe; preferring 
the intereſts of creatures to the intercſtsof Chriſt; and 
' Not giving;Him the preheminer.ceabove a]: by the rea 
dines which appears in people in tyres of tryall to co. 
ply with ſinfulcourſesto the prejudice of Chriſts cauſs 
and the hazarding of their own peace with God, for 
MWaintaynirgthcir caſe; tcewporaty ſatety. and-worldly' 
gom modities: rather then 10 denythemiclves : rake vp 
their croſs and follow Rim. .  . _ - 


2 Ne: receivirg of Chrift, nor makirg vie of Him as 
Be is h&)s foorth in the Goſpel, in Nis fulncs of grece;: 


nor living- 


We SAY F14-, 1 v4 


Ear of a Fat; b, 
gor living in fayth by Him, more cſpecially.in Not.,re. 
ceiving. and making vicot His free gilted. and 4Wpu-. 
red Rig neouſscs:far-TuRification, . acceptation.. betar: 
God; and: for peace ot c&fcicnce :whileas moſt part + ſee; 
curely reſt on nzecr .outward church priviledges : Mapy* 
confyde: irs their own Morall Honefly, performan=. 
cesz; and Duetyes. So going abeur 10; cſtabliſh; their: 


owr Ricteouſneſs bis © 
co make; their: Peace-, and Reconciliation there: by, 


with GOD: AND. even the Beſt: Profefſeurs no: 


pars 
Iihe 


,,1n not making vſe of the Mediation and interceMoi 
of Chrift, in.ap roaching to the Throre of Grace, in 


C 2 


; and following: Diety4s this Ways: 


F3Y<, ſupplications, and thankfgivings ;-whiie 25 
es Gb. . : many. 
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- 128' * . - Redfasr of « Bah. * 
_ _wizny doch negle$ prayer altogethes albeic they 
have ſome: cone of pexformancee of this 5 ave 4 
knywerk adt wharic is to-purtheirprayers vpro-GOD 
rhorow the Mediatdr;chbo rhoy my perhaps name His 
Nxas, bur doth as that TJzziah who would offcr in- 7 
ceafehimnieclf, uegleRtingthe high prieſt: and even be- : 
livvers:themſelves dorh:nor. direaly, diſtinMly, and: : 
_ ſikkadfalthy is theiriapproaches ta Gatheye Chrilt, ro- 
offtrinabrheir ſervice through Him;ndr do comewith: 
that hymvbleboldnefs and fall aſſurance of fayth in Gol. 
82 Fathev, where wichithe intercetion of Chrift war- | 
raadgrs thomoocom?, Hfrb. yo. 19. 20, 21, 22 


i i Notidhingasbecomat the Goſpell of Chriſtin 
Ef pe ,g0dlincs, and ſobriety : many not-with- 
 flandingther p JL pell 

inccret} in Clift, 204 His:grace, yet living laaſe, pro-- 
ERATERS k: -caraull, andearthly: 1a their way, in effet- 
eilyair "an; ding Gad, vnto-wantanels. & ſccurery, 

n — aff xaking lbecty ro-{i1, becaule grace doth abound, 
Y Apdeveg pþult not fo conſtrayncd with the lave of 
= Chnt,co to-Hig, wha dyed for them,..aat ftry. 


ir profeſſion of rhe goſpell, and clamiag. 


aig, who dyes tor ems nat Kry. 
29% bo keoprths thoughns ofthe. love. of Chriltandehe: 
rec grace af pd, jn! i: vpoatheichears, ſo freſh &: 
gutaar, asthey ſhauld be;torcep the warchfull, ten. 
da5Rlous, $calarged Far Gqd,and His Hono pr, .. 
#- Tiyrelativi tgtheoptrarions ofichg Spiriewhorein” | 
the Goſpel is the Miniſteatjoa, Smiketh: ir effoRtaail, 
] , 1 Profane mocking, milcalling,&: mil-intespreting, 
| the tender &acurar walking. ofcs Godly, in. the, ; 


G ws LV. s - | | WW oP, 
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Reaſons of "a Faf?, <, 


mongfl carnall and naturall people. 


” - 


wayecs of God, as vnneceſſary and prowd precyſenels:. 
And their Spirituall exercyfes, as fantaſticknels; mes 
lancholy, or madneſs. Which isa horrible-fin, fab*re 
that which is vnpardonable: yer, ycry frequent as: + 


2 The meer naturall and moralkway of living, un - 
 Acivill honeſty, and fitting down contenced therewith, ; 
of the moſt part of people not labouring in their con+. - 
verſation, to walk after the Spirit: i- e. upon Spiritual. 
Principles, according to the Spirituall Rule, ( of.Gwds.. 


' LT g 
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Honour of God, Glory, and immortality. 


revealed Will in His Word, ) nor for Spiritual endsthe.. 


3 Not obſcrving and yeelding vnto the knockings 


of the Spirit, whereby Chriſt maketh render to.came* 
In to hearts, that He may ſup with them, and they with 
Him: reſiſting and quenching His motions, whetedy:, 
He ftirreth vp to Ductyes ſtifling or putting by His: 

challenges, whether in publick or ſecret, which tendeth 


to repentance, kumiliation,or with-draw-ing from'fan; 


nor being tenderof His preſence and confolations, to;- 
entertayn the ſame; but grieving Him, by miſpryzing 


them, refufing them, careleſs walking, in'not attending: 
on His direction and guiding, in giving way to known 
{infull thoughts, and luſtings is a'continued tra&t,altho 
not growing ypto a full accompliſhing of rhem; ;atid 
lometymes in giving way even to grofſer out-brea- 


kings, and in not watching -agaynſt predominant cdr-: 


xuptions, whereof eyen the beſt are much guilty. | 


4 Notdelightig in, nor-improving Spiritualcoms-, 


F 


pany and ſpirittiall exerciſes. _ Sr  TETY: 
7: Of Miniſters, in relation to their preaching ofthe 
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4. Keafons 'of 4 FaSF; 
E:- - A t-Minny-n>tlabourias to (ett foorth the Excel lency, 
—_ — *$%., Up: : | | , 
> VOtGuriftin Hits Perſon, Offices, ani the vaſearchable - 
-”.., Ruches of His Grace, the new Covenant, and che way * | 
of living by Fayth 11 Him : nor making this the mayn. 
andchicf Themnz, an Nutecor theirpreachiag, as did: 
- trac Apaltts,r. Car.z.2. 2,Cor. 4.5. Coloſl. r. 28. 
* :, Naorpriachingather chings with a relation co Chriſt; 
% . —-- Þo wit, Nt preaching-convidioas, .reproofts, dil. 
covertes of (ta, a1d of th>reconniags in Daetyes, and 
threataings, tolcade to. Carilt, to-pryze Him the more 
bs t 5, and ro embrace Him-the- mare earneRlie; eſpe. 
, cially for juſtification, and preling Daceyes, ina meer 
+ -  Iagall-way; not wgiag them, as by the authority. of 
{+ Gods Commandements, ſo.from the love of Chriſt, 8 
SE theigrace afthe: Goſpzl, nor poynting and diretiag 
 proplctotheir furaiture for them inChrilt: ofcen ty.mes . 


-% : craving hard; but.giving nothigg wherwith to pay. 
=  _- 2 Whatthey preachof Chriſt;and the matters, of the 


/ Golpelt, not preachiag the ſame in a Goſpell way - 
E =.  whoreof. Sce:t. Cor. 3, fromthe baginningat.length, 
Ez. 3 iNot comnm:ading as they. ought, neither their own 
+ -..5 . Work, whether of madicatioa, or delyyerie, nor their 


EE . 0 ing about the.work, either alcoggrher ig; their owa - 
Reongch, or muckthat; way. 

4 Often tymes no: ſpeaking, becauſe they believe, 
anJ many not ſeeking for communion with Chriſt, in 
their own perſonall. eſtate; and to feele the. power - 
fo «* efthy Ward, ypoatheic owa hearts:.that they might 
i \ Ffpeak fo. 3 

: *  Treſe branches of contemning and abuſing of the 
Go{2:ll are thoizhifitt forrhe better latotiaution of | 
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Reaſons of 4 Paſt. | iF 


all to bee held foorthatthis tyme, as beeing moſt ob. 
vious, recommendingwith all to Miniſters, to apply 
themſelues, to make a more fall and particular diſcs. 
very thereof; asis not douvred, but they will do, ac- 


cording 


co their wiſdom, and vaderſtanding, inthe 
Goſpel; and the experience they have by obſervation 
of their own hearts, and of the wayes and conſciences 
of le. 5 
Ie-is alſo found needfull and appoynted, that in re» 
guard it is not one ortwo,but many pravogtions of the 
20ple of God in this Land. which have deawn on the 
preſcntiad calamities and judgements:andrhatthe ſer- 
vants of God, thothey have condeſcended vpon many 
finnss of the King and his Family of Indieatories and of 
the people as vndoubted Cauſes thereof : yer areper-. 
ſwaded, that there is need ofa furherdifeavery, Ther- 
fore vpon the forelayd day of Hamitiarion, & at other 
ty mes both in publick and private carneft fupplications 
to bemade to God, forlight andunanimity to His: ſer. 
vants inthis matter; that the cauſes of Gods wrath be- 
iag more fully and throughly ſcen;andirhe hearts of al 
humbled accordingly befor God, wee may bee yet ſert- 
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